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ABSTRACT

On 24 February 1987, an intensive cﬁltu;al resources survey was eonducted
by the EnQitonmental Analysis Branch qf the U.S. Army Co;ps‘of Engineers,
Heﬁphis District, over‘approximately 1.8 acres . The project is located in
Mississippi Canty,_Missou?i, Township 26N, Range 1W, SE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of
Section 19 of the Wickliffe Quandrangle. The proposea project includes
repairing a scour area. A pedestrian survey failed to locateA any
prehistoric, historic, or architectural sites within the project

right-of-way.
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 INTRODUCTION

An intensive survey for cultural resources was conducted by Mémpbis
District Arcseologists, Mr. Jimmy McNeil and Mr, Doungrescott on 24 February
A1987,-vithiﬂ'the Peafield Levee Scour failure project right-of-way; The
total project iﬁéluéeé approximately 1.8 acres. The survey consisted of
visual inspeceiﬁﬁ of the e#posed scour area and the exposed ground surface.

No cultural reséuréés was located within the project rigﬁt-of-way. The"
pedestrian survey of this area is in accordance with requirements outlined in
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) and
recommended to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (Pub1i§ Law

91-190)

Study Area and Projezt Description

The project is located in Mississippi County, Missouri,.Township 26N,

Range IW, SE 1/4, NE 1/4 of Section 19 of the Wickliffe Quadrange |
(Figure 1).

7 W#Eéf# ;éié;;éa"¥f§m the fiooagates have eroded the exiﬁting revetmé;;WW“M7ww“¥ﬂmw
(Figure 2). The erosion has been cavsed by use of the pumping st&gioﬁ and
associated floodgates. In some places the erosion has occurred to a depth of
greater than ] meter below the existing fop soil. The vertical profile
showed that the area is fill materials. This area was filled and built up

when the pumping station and floodgate was installed,




The area beside and behind the failure was plowed and had been rained

on. This area was looked but no cultural items were found.

The proposed maintenance action includes lightly grading the failure
bank to a stable incline and then covering the scour area with riprap. All
equipment will be brought in over existing roads and across existing levees

and berms. ‘A1l work will be conducted from/on the existing levee and berms.

Project right-of-way will extend 100 feet either side of the existing damaged

area.

‘Environmental Setting

The project is located within the Mississippi Alluvial lowland of
southeast MissOuri.which is the Mississippi Embayment of the Gulf Coast plain
physiographic province (Steyermark 1963:xvi). The area is at the edge of an

alluvial plain between Crowley's Ridge on the west and Sikeston Ridge to the

east.

Today there are nq large areas of woodlands remaining the area; however,
there are scattered trees along roads and ditches. The trees are

predominantly oak, elm,|and sycamore.

Fauna present today|includes racoon, fox, gray squirrel, fox squirrel
and oppossum. A large pdpulation of reptiles, amphibians, fish and birds are

also found in the area,




Previous Research

Until recently, very little archaeological work has been conducted in
the general area of this survey, and no‘work has been con&ucted in the
inmediate project area. Recenf work within Miésissippi County has been
conducted by Chapman (1955’, LeeDecker (1978), Spier (1955), and.williams

(1964).

Results of the Records Search

As the area was so small no records search was conducted.

Survey Methodology and Results

The designated maintenance area right-of-way is approximately 1.8 acres
in size. The entire area had been disturbed when the levee was originally
built., The survey area extended a miﬁimuﬁ of 100 feet on all sides of the
existing damaged area. The Qertical profile ofithe erosional feature was

carefully checked for cultural traces and indicators. None were found. The

non-eroded areas was walked over and visualij checked. The plbéédmfiéid'thair

paralles parts of the right-sf-way was visually checked. No cultural
artifacts were found. The failure profile was checked for signs of cultural
deposits, none were found. The failure profile exhibited mixed materials,

indicating that it was all fill materials.




Conclusions:

Based on an in-field cultural resources survey, no evidence of significant
prehistoric, historic, or architectural resources exiects within the direct

impact zone of the proposed maintenance work.
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